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Furthermore, I plan to utilize Epidemiology doctoral students as researchers in my own
research endeavors related to cancer epidemiology and genetic epidemiology of cancer,
and plan to secure grant funding to support such students.

Sincerely,
Signature on File

Jason Zell, DO, MPH

Assistant Adjunct Professor

Dept. of Epidemiclogy, and Dept. of Medicine
School of Medicine

University of California, Irvine

Phone (949) 824-0520

Fax (949) 824-1343

jzell@uciedu



accreditation is an active Ph.D. Program in Epidemiology. Therefore, a successful doctoral degree
program in epidemiology is necessary not only for the Department of Epidemiology’s particular goals, but
also to the successful execution of UCI's long-range objectives.

My office will work closely with Chair Anton-Culver to provide the necessary resources necessary for this
important graduate academic degree program in the College. This includes continued work with the UCI
Libraries to provide the necessary library support in the overlapping disciplines of epidemiology and
public health.

I fully support and recommend approval of the UCI College of Health Science’s Department of
Epidemiology proposal for the courses of study leading to the Ph.D. and M.S. in Epidemiology.

Yours truly,

id N. Bailey

Vice Chancellor forlfealth \W#fairs
Dean, School of Medicine

Cec: Hoda Anton-Culver, Ph.D,
Chair, Department of Epidemiology

William E. Bunney, M.D.
Sr. Assoctate Dean



IRVINE; OFFICE OF THE DEAN
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL ECOLOGY

April 30,2008

HODA ANTON-CULVER, CHAIR
DEPT. OF EPIDEMIOLOGY

Re: Proposed Epidemiology Graduate Degree Major

I am pleased to support the proposal of the Epidemiology Department to establish an
epidemiology graduvate degree major. Associate Dean James Meeker and I have long
been involved in collaboration with you and your colleagues on our epidemiology minor
and our joint admissions process, and we are of course familiar with this new proposal.
In addition, as you know, Associate Dean Meeker has served as a member of the working
group during the discussions and development of this proposal.

From our point of view, approval of this request will greatly benefit the campus and will
bring greater clarity regarding the home department of, and responsibility for, these
students. The proposed program will strengthen the College of Health Sciences as well
as cur overall public health program, since epidemiology is such a central and vital
component of public health degree programs.

For these reasons, I strongly support this proposal. Thank you for the opportunity to
review and comment on it, and we look forward to our continuing interaction with you

and your colleagues.
Sincerely,
T W,

C. Ronald Huff
Dean and Professor
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Hal Stern Department of Statistics
Professor and Chair 2216 Bren Hall
University of California, lrvine
Irvine, CA 92697-1250

May 14, 2008

Professor Hoda Anton-Culver
Chair, Department of Epidemiology
Zot/Mail Code 7550

Dear Professor Anton-Culver,

I am pleased to write in support of the Department of Epidemiology’s proposal for an epidemiology
graduate degree program at the University of California, Irvine (UCI). The Department of Statistics
faculty are delighted to support the program in any way that we can. [ know that Dan Gillen, as a joint
appointment (without salary) in epidemiology, has already participated in the development of the
proposal. Our entire department believes the proposed program is an important and valuable addition to
the campus.

I note that the proposal lists Statistics 201, 202 and 203 as part of the core courses leading to the Ph.D in
epidemiology and that a number of our other graduate courses are listed as possible electives for
epidemiology graduate students. The former sequence (201-202-203) has been developed by our
Department to serve graduate students in fields outside of statistics and therefore we would welcome the
epidemiology Ph.D, students there. It would also be natural for your more quantitative Ph.D. students to
partake of our graduate offerings as electives and we can certainly accommodate such students.

Please don’t hesitate to call on me if the Department of Statistics can provide any additional support for
your proposal.

Sincerely,
f/dg'ﬂ/ ,/%%:4’""’
Hal Stern

Professor and Chair
Department of Statistics
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Daniel L. Gillen, PhiD Deparlment of Statistics

Assistant Professor 346-C Computer Science
University of California, Irvine
Irvine, CA 92697-1250

May 20, 2008

Dr. Hoda Anton-Culver

Chair, Department of Epidemiology
224 Irvine Hall

University of California, Irvine
Irvine, CA 92697-7550

Desr Heda,

Tt is with great enthusiasm that I write this letter in support of the proposed graduate degree
program in the Department of Epidemiology. Given the proposal’s emphasis on methodology
for quantifying discasc prevalence and identifying factors that influence discase prevalence, it
is clear that Statistics should, and will, play a major role in the curriculum of any graduate
students successfully completing an Epidemiology degree at UCI. As you know, I have been a
standing member on the cwrriculum planning committee in the Department of Epidemiology
and have worked, in collaboration with faculty from the Department of Statistics, to develop a
year-long series of classes focused on statistical methods for data analysis. This series, entitled
Stat 201-202-203, will serve as a core sequence in the Epidemiology program and it is projected
that Epidemiology graduate students will make up a significant proportion of the andience for
these courses as the degree program grows. This year, Stat 201 and 202 were taught for the first
time (I personally taught Stat 202), and it is the intention of the Department of Statistics to
offer the full series every year from this time forward. We in the Statistics Department believe
that this series will scon grow to be one of owr most popular course offerings, serving not only
Epidemiology students but also students from Economics, Political Science, and Social Ecology
to name a few.

In addition to the Stat 201-202-203 sequence, the Department of Statistics also regularly of-
fors many other courses that will likely be of interest to Epidemiology students. In particular, we
offer a year long series in mathematical statistics (Stat 200ABC) for more quantitative students
and electives focused on survival analysis {Stat 255), biostatistical methods (Stat 250), survey
methodology {Stat 295), and computational methods for data analysis (Stat 235). Statistics
200ABC is offered every year as it serves ag a core sequence in the Statistics graduate degree
program while the majority of our electives are offered every other year,

In closing, I would like to express my enthusiasm and support for the proposed degree
program. As an affiliate facnlty member in the Department of Epidemiology, I have had the
opportunity to work with many of the Department’s excellent faculty and feel that students
trained in Epidemiology at UCI will emerge with expertise in quantitative methodology and



rernarkably strong scientific training. From my experience, expertise in these two arcas are
crucial to move Epidemiologic research forward and students that successfully complete the
proposed degree will be poised to do so. If I can be of any further assistance in the proposal or
review process, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

(Mo dl

Daniel L. Gillen
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DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY AND MOLECULAR GENETICS {RVINE, CALIFORNIA 926974025

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

May 23, 2008

Dr. Hoda Anton-Culver
Professor & Chair,
Department of Epidemiology
224 Irvine Hall

University of California, frvine

Dear Dr. Anton-Culver,

| am writing to provide my strong support for the proposed graduate program in
Epidemiology. The proposal is very well crafted and the proposed organization, administration
and graduate training program outlined are excellent. This will develop a conduit for training
students in the medically important field of epidemiology, in which, through your own work and
your development of an independent Department of Epidemiology, is a an area of strength at
UCI. Therefore, it is completely fitting that a graduate program be developed as outlined in your
proposal. This will fill an important need for the medical community, and will help to move UCI
forward in its rankings for graduate training overall. There is no comparable program on this
campus. | strongly support a graduate program in Epidemiology and i commend you on taking the
reins to make this happen.

Sincerslv.

Rozanne M. Sandri-Goldin, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
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Albert F Binneit 5120 Natural Sciences IT
Dean Irvine, CA 92697-1450
Schoot of Biological Sciences (949) 824-5315

(949) 824-3035 Fax
May 19, 2008

D1 Hoda Anton-Culver, Chair
Department of Epidemiology

Re: Proposal to Establish a Graduate Program in Epidemiology
Dear Dr. Anton-Culver:

We have reviewed and support your Departiment’s proposal o establish a new
graduate program in Epidemiology. Your program has the potential to complement
efforts by faculty in the School of Biological Sciences who study infectious diseases.
some of these and other faculty members from our School or from other schools may be
inferested in participating in this doctoral program, and a mechanism for their
participation could be addressed in the proposal if this possibility is anticipated.

Since the proposed Epidemiology doctoral program has hittle curricular overtap
with the existing graduate programs in the School of Biological Sciences, we expect that
these would be maintained as distinct graduate programs. However, some graduate
students in the School of Biological might find some courses in your program to be
beneficial for their course of study, and they would be encouraged fo participate in these
courses as advised by the thesis advisor and thesis committee. Graduate students in the
Epidemiology graduate program would likewise be welcome to take courses offered in
the School of Biological Sciences within the enrollment capacity of these courses to
accomumodate additional students.

We have attached some specific comments and questions about this proposal that
you might want to consider during the review process. We wish you success in the

approval and implementation of this project.
M M g

Albul . Bennett Michael Mutligan
Dean Associate Dean for Graduate Studies

|
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Andre I, Ouelleite, Ph.D. Scheolof Medicine
Professor D446 Medical Sciences
Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine Irvine, CA 92697-4800
Dircctor, Combined Graduate Program in (949) 824-4647
Molecular Biology, Genetics, & Biochemistry FAX (949) 824-1098

acucllet@uci.edu

May 15, 2008
Re: MBGB Support for PhD Program in Epidemiology
Dear Prof. Anton-Culver (Hoda),

On behalf of the Combined Graduate Program in Molecular Biology, Genetics, and Bio-
chemistry (MBGB), I am pleased to provide a letter of support for the proposal to establish a
PhD program in Epidemiology through the School of Medicine and the College of Health Sci-
£1Ces.

MBGB is a one-year interdisciplinary gateway program consisting of seven participating
departments. The program consists of areas of research emphasis, Biomedical Informatics,
Structural Biology & Molecular Biophysics, Mechanisms of Gene Expression, Cell Biology,
Stem Cell Biology, Developmental Biology and Genetics, Molecular Neurobiology, Cancer Bi-
ology, Immunology, Biology of Infectious Disease, Experimental Pathology, and Virology that
cross departmental lines to provide prospective students with the means fo identify faculty re-
search interests in these general categories. Following completion of the first year curriculum
and identification of a faculty thesis advisor via the rotation mechanism, students transfer to the
Departments of Developmental & Cell Biology or Molecular Biology & Biochemistry in the
School of Biological Sciences or Anatomy & Neurobiology, Biological Chemistry, Microbiology
& Molecular Genetics, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine, or Physiology & Biophysics in the
School of Medicine. The faculty thesis advisor acknowledges academic and financial responsi-
bility for the student at the time of the administrative transfer. Participating departments have
individualized graduate student handbooks that describe departmental PhDD requirements.
MBGB provides three academic quarters of financial support, including stipend, non-resident
tuition, and fees, for all students admitted to the program. During the first year in which students
enroll in courses and laboratory rotations, they are not affiliated with a thesis advisor, and
MBGB pays full support during this period.

Admitted students have an overall undergraduate grade point average (GPA) of ~3.4 and
scores averaging 70th percentile on the GRE general test in the Verbal, Analytical and Quantita-
tive sections. Admissions criteria also include basic training in biology, physics and chemistry,
three letters of support, and a research interest and experience statement. Demonstrated skill in
laboratory research is very strongly advised and analyzed critically during interviews conducted
during the two recruitment weekends. Admission decisions are made on the basis of a compre-
hensive evaluation of an applicant's preparation and potential to compiete a rigorous program in



molecular biological sciences, with particular attention paid to the applicant's academic experi-
ence and motivation.

As has been the case from MBGRB’s inception, faculty holding Academic Senate ap-
poistments in any of the seven participating departments are eligible to recruit graduate students
to 1heir labs via the MBGB gateway. Initiatives such as this newly proposed program will play
an jmportant role in fulfilling UC Irvine’s ambition to increase graduate student enrollment by
recuiting into graduate education skilled principal investigators with talents not represented in
existing MBGB rubric. In that regard, the proposed program is deserving of support.

Yours truly,

(. Gl

André J. Ouellette, Ph.D.

Professor, Pathology and Lab Medicine and
Microbiology & Molecular Genetics

Director, Graduate Program in Molecular
Biology, Genetics, and Biochemistry



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
UC IRVINE LIBRARIES

April 9, 2008

TO: Professor Hoda Anton-Culver
Department of Epidemiology, School of Medicine, College of Health Sciences
hantoncu@uci.edu

FROM: Lorelei Tanji, Associate University Librarian, Collections, UCI Libraries
RE: Proposal for Graduate Study in Epidemiology (M.S. Ph.D. degrees)

The UCI Libraries support the Proposal for Graduate Study in Epidemiology through the Department of
Epidemiology. The Libraries will be able to provide limited support to the graduate students, faculty and
staff affi)iated with the Department as they engage in the proposed academic programs.

Library Acquisitions

The Library endorses this proposal. Building on current collections in biostatistics, toxicology,
environmental sciences, infectious disease, cancer epidemiology, genetic epidemiology, and immunology,
the library will need to expand holdings especially in the journal literature and appropriate datasets. The
biomedical, life sciences, statistical, and environmental literatures published in journals, conference
proceedings, and scholarly monographs will form the core resources for this graduate study. Government
information will also be critical. The library continues to develop its services and resources to support
GI1S and expects students and scholars in this subject arca to have heavy concentrations in GIS to map and
present data and establish patterns. The budget proposal in Appendix E that lists a recurring $5,000 for
library acquisitions will enable the purchase of new resources and will be a small step towards helping to
make these programs a success.

Library Services and Staff

As we have previously indicated in reviews of plans for a School of Public Health, funding beyond the
normal library budgets is needed for a dedicated research librarian for public health, who would also
support epidemiology. However, until funding for that position comes to fruition, the research librarians
in the health sciences and other related disciplinary arcas will be able to provide limited support for
students enrolled in this program and for faculty in their instruction and research endeavors,



